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Mary B, Howell, Elizabeth Nightingale, Elizabeth Brown, Rebecca progigeace,
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ﬁﬁﬁ;g’ gl:lllgy“];;?;‘;ll, Sally Butler, Abigail Packard, Mary legoq,
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by C. Smith, Lydia Allen, Polly Atwell, Mina Olney, Brance
Snow, Rebecca Sonw, Ann Ames, Mary B. Brown, A.nnBC. rogn,
Eliza R, Ward, Eliza 1. Ward, Sarah E. Bowen, Julia owenﬁ :—
rah C. Howell, Sarah Halfey, Waitftill Dexter, Polly Dexter, Nan-

- €y Carlile, Frances Moore, Mary Young, Abby Francis, Sarah
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Page, Sarah Page, Rebecca Power, Betfey Lippistt, Lothrop, 'ﬂa;;;c;:
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Thayer, Sufan Corlis, W. Allen, of Providence, have preferred z
petidon to this Aflembly, reprefenting that they have formed them. |
felves into a fociety for the relief of indigent women and children ;
that they have raifed, by voluntary fubfcription, upwards of fifteen
hundred dollars, as a tund to be applied to the charitable purpofes
of their inftitution 3 that very beneficial effedts have aiready refulted
from it, and that, under the blefling of Bivine Providence, ftill
greater may reafonably be expe@ed ; that if they can be favoured
with a charter of incorporation, they are encouraged to hope their
prefent funds will be greatly increafed ; and that by the pofleffion of
the powers of a corporation, they (hall be enabled more effectually to
to accomplifh the benevolent views of their original affociation :

"This General Aflembly, having maturely confidered the afore.
faid petition, and being willing and defirous to afford all due en-
couragement to the charitable and highly praifeworthy undertaking
of the petitioners, Do enal®, and by the authority thereof it is bereby
'enalted, That the faid Lydfa Clark and others petitioners aforenam-
ed, and their aflociates, thall be and are hereby created and madea
corporation and body politick, by the name and ftyle of 2ke
Providence female charitable jm‘é ; and by that name fhall be and
are hereby made able and capable in law, to have, purchale, receive,
poflefs, enjoy and retain, to them and theixfucceflors, lands, rents,
tenements, hereditaments, goads, chattels and effe@s of whatfoever
kind or nature, and the fameto give, grant, fell, demile, alien, or
difpofe of ; to fue and be fued, to plead and be impleaded, anfwer
and be anfwered, defend and be defended againft, inall proper
“Courts ; and alfo to make, have and ufea common feal, and the
fame to break, alter and renew at their pleafure ; and alfo to ordain,
eftablith and pur in execution, fuch by-laws, ordinances and regu-
lations, as fhall from time to time feem neceflary and convenient,
for the government of the/faid corperation and the furtherance and
fromotion of the Japdable defign of their infltitution ; and general-

Y, to do and execute all and fingular aéts, matters and things, which
to them it fhall or may appertain todo. Provided always, that fuch
by-laws, ordinances and regulations, be not contrary to law, and be
onformable to the condtitution of faid corporation, as berein after
declaredand enaled.

And whereas the aforefaid petitioners have agreed on, and pro-
pofed to this Affembly for their approbation and fan&tion, a form of
capflisution for the aforefaid corporgtion, and the fame being duly
conflidered and approved.

Sedtion 2. Be it therefore enaled, That the following be the
conttitption of faid corporation, being the fame propofed and ap-
proved as aforefaid, to wit

Article 1. The flated mpeﬁngs of this fociety fhall be at Pro.
vidence, on the firt Wednefday in Apriil and Oober, annyally.
The former fhall be confidered as the anniverfary. Nine members

fhall be competent to trapfa& bufinels.
' Article
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.. Tausfented from the chasgs of one Mangger to that o
b h Bgrecment between themlfelves, The Managers thall exert thema
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ticle 2. Members fhall be admitted into the {ogiety by a vote
e board of Diredtors. Befides fuch donatiops as her cHarity,
foggett, every member thall annually fubfcribe the {um of threg
s, to be paiq at the anniverfary meeting.

Article 3. The diretion of the affairs of the fociety fhall be
edin a firlt and lecond Dire@refs, a Secrerary, a Treafurer, and
fix Managers ; all of whom fhall be chofen on the firt Wednefday
'"Abrﬂ, annyally, by a majority of ballots from among the members

prelent.

' Article 4. The firlt Dire&refs fhall prefide at all meetings, bot
f the fociety and the Managers ; ffate fubjeéts for difcuffion and dé-
¢lare the decifion. In equal divifions the fhall have the cafting vote.
‘With the advice of the board, fhe fhall call fpecial meetings of the
ociety, fee that its regulations be duly obferved, and fake an aétive
erintepdance of its general welfare. Shoyld fhe be prevented
m performing her duties, they fhall devolve, for the time being,

 ipon the fecond Direftrefs ; and if both be abfent from any meeting

the fociety or the bogrd, a DirgQrefs fhall be chofen for that
; __ctipg.

Article 5. The Secretary fhall keep a regilter of the members*

‘names ; colle&t the dues, and pay them into the hands of the Trea.

farer; notify the meetings of the fociety ; record their proceedings,
and 'render, at every flated meeting, a regular aecoungof money re=

“geived ‘by her and paid to the Treafurer, and of money flill due.
"She thall likewife attend the meetings of the Managers, and examine
 their gccounts.

Article 6. The Treafurer fhall take charge of the money col«

fetted for the fociety ; make their difburfements ; attend the meet-

ings of the Managers ; examine their expenditures, and render to

- the fociety, at every ftated meeting, an account of its funds, and of
“her receipts and payments.

Article 4. The Managers thall meet twice 2 month, for mutual

counfel and information. Two fhall be competent to tranfad bufinefs.
.The Treafurer and Secretary fhallfhave a feat at their board, and

a vote in their decifions, The proportion of the fociety’s bounty to
be expended every month,fhall be dividéd among the Managers only,
and their {everal fhares applicd by each at difcrettion, to LEe proper

objefts. Any member of the fociety pay make 1kx}ow1f to the Man-

_agers, fuch objelts of charity as fall within her knowledge. Every

Manager fhall intert in a book, kept for that pu{rpo!': the pames, place
es of abode, and circamitances, of the perfons wﬁom fhe relieves,
togeth'er with the nathes and ageés of their chiildren, andthe amount
and/kind of relief granted each family 3 which book fhall be prefent-
ed at every meeting of the Managers, and puntuajly fent by thofe
who cannot attend. ?Every Manager fhall endeavour to find fchools
59-' the children on her book, and places in fober virtuous families,
ot fach of them as may be fit for fervice. No ;r.pfp,licaqt can bg
agother, buf

felves
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felves to create and mantain habits of indufltry among their appli.
cants, by furnithing them, as far as poffible, with fuitable employ-

ment., At the endof every month, the Managers fhall make up 4 And be
their accounts and give a receipt to the Treafurer, for the amount  JENES writs and otl
of their expenditures. Relief fhall not be granted to nng applicants, NS ‘o Thall be
until they have been vifited at their dwelling, by one of the Mana- S {ociety,

gers, and particular enquiry be made into their charaters and cir- ty one years

cumftances. Immorality excludes from the patronage of the fociety.
No applicant, unlefs in Ipecial cafes, of which the board fhall judge,
fhalt be relieved, who refules to put to fervice or trade fuch of her
children as are fit, and to place the younger ones,fof a proper age, at
fchools. Relief fhall be given in neceffaries ; never in money, but
by a vote of the board. As foon as the funds of the fociety are fuf-

to be by hi:
o each cour
efame to b

ficiently large, a fuitable houfe fhall be provided, and a Governels 4 Ths
engaged, to fuperintend a fmall number (at firft) of temale children, : #d, Tha
from five toten years of age, where they fhall be taught to read, _ ;mmife::!l]iz

write, few, and perform every branch of domeflic bufinefs. They
fhall be clothed alike'in plain attire, and encouraged in good beha-
viour by fuitable tokens of approbation from the board, at their quar-
terly meetings. Any one, to whom a child isindentured who is up-
wards of fifteen years of age, and has been taught to read, write and _
few, fhall pay the fociety ten dollars, which (hall be given bes atthe to ir
expiration of her lervice, if her conduét thall have merited the appro. | by

bation of the board. The children thall be taught reading and writ- §
ing an hour, twice each day ; after which they thall return to their |
domefltic employments. The Governels thall iead the children, every |
fabbath, to public Worthip, :

Article 8, The funds of the fociety, which arife from annual §
fubfcriptions and! donations from ladies and gentlemen, fhallin part j
be expended in the purchale of fuel, other neceffaries, and of materi. |
als for the employment of women ; and fuch a part as the ociety
may judge advifable, fhail be appropriated by the ladies in officeto |
the e[{abliﬁlmena of a permanen: Emd. ]

And whereas at the laft ftated meeting of faid fociety, the ladies
hereafter named were appointed to the offices written againft their §
relpettive names, to wit : ]

- Mrs. LYDIA CLARK, firft .
Mrs, AVIS BROWN, fccon’d, } Dire@lrefs.

. Mrs. ELIZABETH BURRILL,
Mrs. HEPZ. 1IUMFORD, M
Mrs. SALLY JENCKES, 4nagers:
Mrs. PEDDY BOWEN,

Mifs MARY BOWEN, Treafurer,
Mifs MARY B. HOWELL, Secretary.

Sec. 3. Beit further enafled by the awthority aforefaid, That;
the ladies aforenamed be continued in their refpeflive offices afore-}

faid, until the flated cleGtion on the firlt Wednefday in April nc;t- !
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. And be it fursher enalled by the autherity aforefsid,
ts and other procefs,which may be brought againft the fajd
, thall be ferved by leaving copies thereof with the Trea-
fociety, who fhall always be a feme fole, and of the age

years.

and Refolved, ‘That five copies of the/public laws of the § copies of the
by the Secret,ary of State delivered to the Sheriff of each Eo‘;:e?inb‘ci‘ﬁ
be by him depofited in fome fecure place in the Court- Courr.toute,
each county, and there preferved ; and that the Sheriffy

fame to be fafely kept thereiri.

ﬁléed, That the Attorney-General be and he hereby is direc- arpey, Genls

xaminé the report of a committee, confifting of James Sheldon 10 report
claims due td
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