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An act to alter the name of the Redwood Library and
to amend their charter.

Whereas the company of the Redwood Library Redwood
have petitioned this assembly for an alteration of their Library.
pame as herein after provided, and for an amendment
of their charter, therefore

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly,
and by the authority thereof it is enacted, that the name
of the said company of the Redwood Library be al-
tered; and that the said company be and hereafter
shall'be known and called by the name of the Com-

any of the Redwood Library and Athenzum; and

y that name shall have and enjoy all the powers,
privileges, rights and immunities, and be subject to
all the duties, liabilities and burdens of the said com-

any, in the same manner and to the same intent and
effect, as under the former name.

Sec. 2. Jnd be it further enacled, that the fol-
lowing articles be added to, and form a part of the
charter of the said company viz:

Article 1. The library and property of the compa-
ny shall be held in shares, of which the members shall
have certificates, signed by the president.

Article 2. There shall be a meeting of the compa-
ny at the library room, on the last Wednesday in Sep-
tember annually, at three o’clock P. M. :

Article 3. Special meetings on other days may be
called, by order of the president, or of the directors,
er upon the request made in writing to the president,
by ten members of the company.

Article 4. At those special meetings, such busi-
ness only shall be transacted, as shall be specified
in the order calling the same, and in the notice given
of such meetings to the members.

Article 5. Public or personal notice of every meet-
ing”of the company, (except adjourned meetings, no-
tice of which shall be put up in the library room,)
shall be given at least five days previous to such
meeting. '

Article 6. No person shall be admitted to actasa
proxy, except a member empowered in writing, spe-
cifying the business to be acted upon and the vote in-
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tended to be given; and thirty members present in
erson and by proxy as aforesaid, shall be necessary
to eonstitute a meeting.

Article 7. No transfer of any share shall be valid,
until approved by the company, OF the board of di-
rectors, and properly authenticated by 2 certificate
signed by the president and secretary.

Article 8. All taxes and fnes due from any mem-
pers shall attach upont their shares in the library ;
no transfer of any such shares shall be valid, until
cuch taxes and fines shall be paid.

Article 9. At every annual meeting, each member
shall pay to the treasurts one dollar, to be appropri-
ated in the purchase of books.

Article 10. All taxes necessary for repairs, and oth-
er purposes of the constitution, shall be assessed
by the company ot their annual meetings, OF
special meetings called agreeably o the third, fourth
and fifth articles; and attended in person or by

proxy, by 2 majority of the whole members of the
company.

Article 11. Any member who shall neglect to make
{he annual payment established by the ninth article,
or who shall neglect Jfter notice in Writing, from the
treasurer,or from the secretary, o %ay any tax assessed
by the company, of any fine by 7 incurred, shall
be deprived of ihe use of the library during such de-
linquency.

Article 12. 1f any member shall s0 continue to neg-
lect for the space of one year after such notice, his
right and chare in the hibrary <hall be forfeited ipso
facto to the company: provided that three months

revious to such forfeiture, further notice thereof,
<hall be given tothe delinquent member by the treas-
urer or the secretary s and that no share 8 all be for-
feited for any fines or taxes of less amount than five
dollars ; provided also, that every member who shall
be absent at sea, al the time the forfeiture of his share
would accrue, <hall be allowed three months, with
notice as aforesaid after his return, before such for-
feiture shall take place _

Article 13. The company ot theirannual meetings,
chall elect among the members, a president, five di-

rectors, & committee for the purchase of books, 2

-
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treasurer, a secretary and such other officers as they
shall think necessary ; vacancies in any of which of-
fices may be filled at any special meeting; and if
more than one candidate be nominated for any office,
the company shall elect by ballot ; if no person shall
have a majority of the whole votes, the ballot shall be
taken again, between the two persons having the
highest number on the first trial. The votes shall be
counted by the treasurer and secretary, except in
their own election: the votes in which case shall be
counted by the president, or by either of the direc-
tors.
Article 14. The president shall have a general su-
erintendence of the library ; he shall preside at the
meetings of the company and of the directors, and of
the committee for the purchase of books, of all whom
he may call special meetings at such times as he shall
think necessary ; and shall himsclf be a dircctor ex
officio.
drticle 15. The directors shall meet at the library
room on a stated day once a quarter, and at such oth-
er times, and places as they shall appoint; of all
which meetings, except those by adjournment, every
director not absent from Rhode Island, shall have no-
tice given him by the secretary ; and every director
who shall neglect to attend any meeting after notice,
shall pay, if a quarterly meeting, one dollar, if a spe-
cial or adjourned meeting filty cents, to the treasurer
for the use of the company; which fines it shall be
the duty of the secretary to report to the treasurer,
by whom they shall be collected. No excuse shall
be admitted for any such negleet in a director, ex-
cept sickness or absence from the island. The votes
of four directors personally present, shall be necessa-
1y for the adoption of any measure. It shall be the
duty of -the directors, to superintend the library and
property of the company ; to make necessary repairs,
and adopt temporary regulations, (not inconsistent
with the charter and laws of the company,) in cases
unprovided for ; such regulations to remain” in force
until the next meeting of the company. They shall
select and appoint a Librarian, whom also they may
remove ; shall prescribe his duties, and fix the a-
mount of compensation to be allowed him. They
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shall have power to ascertain all fines due to the come
pany ; but not 10 remit any fine incurred by abreach
of the laws of the company, which they shall take
care to have strictly enforced. They may grant the
privileges of the compauy, 50 far as relates to the use
of the books to such distinguished strangers or liberal

benefactors to this library as may be temporarily res-

ident in the town of Newport. At the annual meet-
ings of the company, the directors shall make report
of their proceedings during the year past; and shal
recommend for the consideration of the company,
wuch measures as they may think advisable.

rticle 16. The committee for purchasing boeoks
shall be composed of six members, added to the six
directors, atd shall be clected in the same manner
as the dircetors.  Two of the members shall go out
every ycar by rotation. Their meetings also shall
be calleid ard Tegulated in the mode prescribed for
those of the dircetors, with the same penalty of fifty
ceuts for non attendance. The aflirmative votes of
eight mewbers shall be necessary for the purchase of
any book. They shall take into consideration what
additions it may be cxpedient from time to time to
make o the library, and shall procure the best edi-
tions of such boofs as they shall think it advisable to
purchase, always having reference to the state of the
company’s funds. When any member shall recom-
mend any book or work to the committee, by leaving
the title thereof with the librarian, the same shall be
ballotted for by the comumittee at the next meeting.
The committe shall report their doings to the com-
pany, at their annual meetings.

Jrticle 17. All monies due to the company in taxes,
fines or otherwise, shall be paid to the treasurer ; and
be by him held subjeet to the orders of the eompany,
and of the directors, and of the committee for pur-
chasing books. Upon non pay ment, after proHer no-
tice of any money so due, the treasurer shall have
power with the advice of the directors, to sue for and
Tecover the same in the name of the company. The
treasurcr shall account annually to the directors, on
some day not more than one month preceeding the
annual meeting of the company, and at such other
times as they may require.
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Article 18. The secretary shall keep journuls of the

roceedings of the company, and of the directors,
and of the committee for the purchase of books, to
each of whom he shall act as secretary ; and of whose
respective meetings he shall give due notice to the
several members. Ife shall report all fines within
his knowledge to the treasurer ; shall record all trans-
fers of shares approved of by the company ; and un-
der the orders of the directors, shall have the care of
the charter, laws and deeds of the company.

Article 19. All the books belonging to the library
shall be on the shelves, on Saturday previous to the
annual meeting on Wednesday in each year; and
every proprietor who shall refuse or neglect to return
the book or books which may be out on their respec-
tive shares, shall pay as a fine for such neglect the
sum of twenty five cents.

Article 20. Every proprietor who may neglect or

‘refuse to pay any tax or assessment which have been

or shall be ordered at the annual meeting 6f the com-
pany, or any finc or fines legally assessed by the di-
rectors, purchasiug committee er librarian, for the
detention of books, for the space of three months af-
ter such taxes, assessments or fines shall have been
respectively levied. shall be debarred the use of the
library, as it respects the taking out of books, until
such taxes, assessments or fines shall be paid.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, that this act shall
be subject to all future acts of the general assembly,
in amendment or repeal thereof, or in any way affect-
ing the same. .
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