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State of Rhode Jsland and Providence Plantations
NON-PROFIT CORPORATION

ORIGINAL ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

The undersigned, acting as incorporator(s) of a corporation under Chapter 7-6 of the General Laws, 1956, as
amended, adopt(s) the following Articles of Incorporation for such corporation:

FirsT: The name of the corporation is.....Eie.l.d...SpanieL..So.c.i.e.t.y...of..,Ame;:i,c.a ...............................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................

SEcOND:  The period of its duration (if perpetual, so state)............... 12453 o o1=R AL F- ) SO

THiRD:  The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is organized are:

to encourage and promote the Field Spaniel breed
of dog and to educate club members as well as the
general public concerning the breed. .

FourtH: Provisions (if any) for the regulation of the internal affairs of the corporation, inctuding provisions for
the distribution of assets on dissolution or final liquidation, are: (Note 1)

Constitutiqn and by-laws attached
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Firth:  The address of the inifial registered office of the corporation S T e '
{12 Taawar e o 285
........... Field.Spaniel..Society..of. America,~Box..262. No..Kingstown,R.l. ?add flp Code),
and the name of its initial registered agent at such address is:....George. T. Q' Neil ... e enen e
SixTH: The number of directors constituting the initial Board of Directors of the corporation is..£QREL........,
and the names and addresses of the persons who are to serve as the intitial directors are:
Name Address
........ Jeanetbte. . Spurlock.......oveee 115 .Deer..Craek. -EBast, -Binevilie, LA L3360 ...
e YN ELRNEY e BoxX..247.. . Lyndell, PA..19354 ...,
..Richard Squier. .. ... 1819 State Route . 44..Box.276.. Randelph,..Qhio.
...... Becki . Jao.Walkenheim............ Box.187,.Wales.,. WL .. .53L183 .
SEVENTH. _ The name and address Of each incorporator 1s,
Name Address
....... George. Te..Q,Nell i P.O. Rox.262 No.. Kingstawn.,.R.I... .0283Z....

EiguTi: Date when corporate existence to begin (not more than 30 days after filing of these articles of

incorporation):... May...6.,..1.988
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NOTE: I. Ifno provision for the regutation of the internal affaif} of the corporation or for the distribution of assets on dissolution
or final liquidation are to be set forth, insert INane.” In an appropniate case provisions relating to members, their

qualifications and rights (Section 7-6-15) mayblinserted here.
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CONSTITUTION

(Which mav also be used ag Artitles o¢ Incornoration with any additions tnat may - be
required by State Law; or may be included.in the by-laws ac the first Article, renumbering
the other Articles.) : ' ‘ :

ARTICLE 1
Name and Dbjects

SECTION 1. The name of the Club shali be The Field Spaniel Society of America,

SECTION 2. The obiects of the Club shall be:

{a) to encourage and promote quality in the breeding of purebred Field Soaniels ang- to
do all pessible to bring their natural gqualities to perfection;

(b) to encourage the organization of independent local Field Spaniel Epecialty Clubs in
those localities where there are sufficient fanciers of the breed to meet the requirements
of The American Kennel-Ciub. — - - -~ '

{c} to urge members to accept the standard of the breed as approved by The American
Kennel Club as the only standard o excellence by which Field Spaniels shall he Judged.

(d) to do all in 1ts power to protect and advance the interest of the breed by
encouraging sportsmanlike competition at dog shows, obedience trials and tield trials;

(e) to conduct sanctioned matches_and licensed =oecialty shows. cbedience trials and
field trials under the rules of The American Kennel Club.

SECTION 3. The Club shall not be conducted or cperated for profit and no part of any
orofits cr remaindar or residue from dues or donstions to the Club shall inure to the
benefit of any member or individuoal.,

SECTION 4, The members of the Club shall adoot and may from time to time revise such
by-laws as may be required to carry out these obiects.

RY-! AWS

ARTICLE 1
Hembershig

SECTION 1. €ligibility., There shall be one type of membershio open to all persons
eighteen years of &ge and older who are-in gocd standing with The American Kennel Club’ and
Who subscribe to the purposes of this Club.

While membership ic to be unrestricted as top residence., the Club’s primary purpose is ts
be reoresentative of the breeders and exhibitors on the North American Continent.

SECTION 2. Dues. Membershio dues shall be $10.00 per vear for individual membership and
%$13.00 per year for family memberchip, Dues are pavable on or betore the 1st day of

September of each vear, During the month of July the Treasurer shall szend to each member a
statement of his dues for the ensuing vear.
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SECTION 2, Voting. At the annual meeting or at a special meeting of the Club vbting
shall be limited to those members in qood standing who are present at the meeting, except
for the annual election of Officers, and Directors and amendments to the constitution and
by-laws and the standard for the breed which shall be decided by written ballot cast by
mail. Voting by proxy shall not be permitted. The Board of Directors may decide to submit
other specific questions for decision of the members by written ballot cast by mail.

SECTION 3. Annual £lection. At the annual meeting for the election of officers and
Directors the vote shall be conducted by ballot. Rallots to be valid must be received by
the Secretary before the opening of the meeting. Pallots chall be counted at the meting by
three inspectors of election who are members in good standing and who are neither menmbers
of the current Roard nor candidates on the ballot and who shall be chosen by the members
present at the meeting. The person receiving the largést number of votes for each pesition
shall be declared elected. 1§ any nominess, at the time of the meeting, is unable to sorve
for anv reason, such nominee shall not be elected and the vacancy soO created shall be
filled by the new Board of Directore in the manner provided by Article 1I1I, Sectien I.

SECTION 4. Hominations and Ballots. No person may be a candidate in a Club election who
has not been nominated in accordance with thece by-laws. A Nominating Committee shall be
chosen by the Board of Directors before April 1Sth., The Committee shall consist of three
members from different areas of the U.S.A., and - two alternates. all members_ in oouod
standing, no more than one of whom shall be a member of the current BHoard of Directors.
The Board shall name a chairman for the Committee. The Nominating Committee -mev conduct
its business by mail.

(a) The Nominating Committee shall nominate from among the eligible members of the Club,
one candidate for each office and one candidate for each other position on the FEoard and
shall procure the acceptance of each ndminee so chosen. The Committee <chould consider
geographical representation of the membership on the Board to the extent that it is
practicable to do so. The Committee shall then submit its slate of candidates to the
Secretary who shall mail the list, including the full name of each candidate and the name
of the State in which he resides, to each member of the Club on or before Mav 13th, so that
additional nominations may be made by the members if they so desire. _

(b) Additional nominations of eligible members may be made by written petiticn addressed
to the Secretary and received at his regular address on or before June iSth, signed by five
members and accompanied by the written acceptance of each such additional nominee
signifying his willinaness to be a candidate. No person shall be a candidate for more than
one position, and the additional nomirations which are provided for herein may be made only
from among those members who have not accepted a nominatien of the Nominating Committee.

(c) 1f no valid additional nominations are received by the Secretary on or before June
15th, the Nominating Committee’s slate shall be declared elected at the time of the Annual
Meeting, and no balloting will be required.

(d} 1§ one or more valid additional nominations are received by %the Secretary on Or
before June 15th, he shall, on or before July 15th, mail to each member in good standing a
ballot listing all of the nominees for each position in alphabetical order, with the names
of the States in which they reside, together with a blank envelope and a return envelope
addressed to the Secretary marked "Ballot" and bearing the name of the member tao whom it
was sent. So that the ballots may remain secret, each voter, after marking his ballot,
shall seal it in the blank envelope which in turn chall be placed in the second envelope
addressed to the Secretary. The inspectors of election shall check the returns against the
list of membere whose dues are paid for the current year prior to opening the outer
envelopes and removing the blank envelopes, and shall certity the eligibility of the voters
as well as the results of the voting which shall be announced at the annual meeting,

{e) Nominations cannpt be made at the annual meeting or in any manner other than as
provided above. : '
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ARTICLE 111
Directors and Officers

SECTION 1. Board of Directors. The Board shall be comprised cof the Fresident,
Vice-Fresident, Secretary, Treasurer and three other persons all of whom chall bYe elected -
for one-year terms during the month of August, and chall serve untii their successors are

elected. General management of the Club’s affairs shall be entrusted to the koard of
Directors.

SECTIOM 2. Officers. The Club’s officers, consisting of the Fresident., Vice-Fresident,
Secretary and Treasurer shall serve in their respective capacities both with regard to the
Club and its meetings and the Board and its meetings.

(a) The President thall preside at all me=tings of the Club and of the Eoard. and shall
have the duties and powers normally appurtenant to the office of President in addition to
those particularly specified in theso by-laws., :

(b) The Vice-Fresident shall have the duties and eiercise the powers of the Fresident
in case of the President’'s geath, absence or incapacity. :

(e) The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the Club and of the Board and
of all votes taken by mail, and of all matters of which a record shall be ordered by the
Club. He shall have charge of the correspondence, notify members of meetings, notify new .
members of their election to membership, notify officers and directors of their election to
office, keep a roll of the members of the Club with their addresses, and carry out such
other duties as are prescribed in these by-laws.

(d)  The Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys due or belonging to the Club. He
shall deposit the same in a bank designated by the Eoard, in the name of the Club, His
books shall at all times be open to inspection of the Board and he shall report to them at
every meeting the condition of the Club’s finances and every item of receipt or payment not
before reported; and at the Annual Meeting he shall render an account of all moneys
received and expended during the previous fiscal year. The Treasurer shall be bonded in
such amount as the Board of Directors shall determine.

{e) The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be held by the same persen in which case
the Board shall be comprised of the Officers and four other persone,

SECTION 3. Vacancies. Any vacancies occurring on the Eoard or among the offices during
the year shall be filled until.the next election by a majority vote of all the then members
of the Board at its first regular meeting following the creation of such vacaency, or at a
special Board meeting called for that purpose; except that a ‘vacency in the office of
President shall be filled automatically by the Vice-President and the resulting vacancy in
the office of Vice-Precident shall be filled by the Bpard.

ARTICLE IV )
The Club Year, Voting, Nominations, Elections

SECTION 1. Club Yesr, The Club’s fiscal vear shall begin on the 1st day of Septemoer
and-end on the 31st day of August,

The Club’s official year shall begin immediately at the conclusion of the election at
the annual meeting, and shall continue through the election at the next annual meeting.
The elected officers and directors shall take office immediately upon the conclusion of the
election (or of the Annual Meeting) and each retiring officer schall turn over to his

successor in office all properties and records relating to that office within 30 days after
the election.
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ARTICLE WV
Commit tees

SECTION 1. The Board may each year appoint standing committees to advance the work of
the Club in such matters as dog shows, obedience trials, field trials, trophies, annual
prizes, membership and other +fields which may well be served by committees. Such -
committees shall always be sub.iect to the final authority of the EBoard. Special committees
may also be appointed by the Board to aid it on particular projecte.

SECTION 2, Any committee appointment may he terminated by a majority vote of the #full
membership of the Board upon written notice to the appointee; and the BRoard mey appoint
successors to theose persons whose service has been terminated.

ARTICLE VI
Discipline

SECTION 1. Aperican Kennel Club Suspension. Any member who is suspended <$rom the

privileges of The American Kennel Club automatically shall be suspended from the privileges
of this Club for a like period,

SECTION 2. Charges. Any Member may prefer charges against & member for alleged
misconduct prejudicial to the best interest of the Club or the breed. Written .charges with
specifications must be filed in duplicate with the Secretary together with a deposit of $10
which shall be forfeited if such charges are not sustained by the Board or a Committee
following a hearing. The Secretary shall promptly send a copy of the charges to each member
ot the Board or present them at a Board Meeting, and the Board shall first consider whether
the actions alleged in the charges, if proven, might constitute conduct prejudicial to the
best i1nterest of the club or the breed. 1[4 the Board considers that the charges do not
allege conduct which would be prejudicial to the best interest of the club or of the breed
it may reftuse to entertain jurisdiction. If the Board entertains jurisdiction of the
charges it shall fix a date of a hearing by the Poard or a Committee of not less then three
members of the Board, not less than 3 -weeks nor more than & weeks thereafter. The
Secretary shall promptly send one copy of the charges to the accused member by registered
mail together with a notice of the hearing and an assurance that the defendant may
personally appear in his own defense and bring witnesses if he wishes.

SECTION 3. BRoard Hearing. The Board or Committee shall have complete authority to
decide whether counsel may attend the hearing, but beth complainant and defendant chall be
treated uniformly in that regard. Should the charges be sustained after hearing all the
evidence and testimony presented by complainant and defendant, the FEoard or Committee may
by a majority vote of those present suspend the defendant from all privileges of the Club
for no more than six months from the date of the hearing, or until the next annual meeting
it that will occur atter six months. And, if it deems that punishment insufficient, it may
also recommend to the membership that the penaly be expulsion. In such case. the
suspension shall not restrict the defendant’s right to appear before this fellow-members at
the ensuing Club meeting which considers the recommendation of the Board or Committee.
Immediately after the Eoard or Committee has reached a decision, its finding shall be put
in written form and filed with the Secretary. The Secretary, in turn, shall notify each of
the parties of the decision and penalty, if any.
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SECTION 4. E£xpulsion. Exoulsion of a member from the Club mavnbe éccomolished only at
-ke annual meeting of the Club following a hearing and upon the recommendation of the EBoard
) Committee a= provided in Ser*ion 3 of thie Article. . The defendant <hall . have. the
rivilege of appearing in his own behalf though no evidence shall be taken ot this meeting.
fhe President ehall read the chargee and the findings and recommendations. and shall invite
:he detendant, i+¢ present, to speak in his own behal+, The meeting shall then vote by
iecret written ballot on the prooosed expulsion. A 2/37 vote of theze present zn¢ voting at
:he annual meeting shall be necessary for expulsion. If e:upulsion is not s voted the
iuspension shall stand. ’

ARTICLE VI]
Amendments

SECTIOM 1. Amendments to the constitution and by-lawe and to the Stancard for the Preod
13y be proposed by the Board of Directors Or by written petition addresced tp the Cecretary
-igned by twenty precent of the membership in good standing. Amendments oroposed by zuch
2tition shall be promptly considered by the Board of Directors and must be cubmitted to
he members with recommendations of the Board .by the Secretary +or & ‘vote within three
onths of the date when the petition was received by the Secretary.

SECTION 2. The conctitution and by-laws, (and the Standard for the breed) may be
mended at any time crovided a copy of the proposed amendment has been mailed by the
ecretary to each member in good standing on the date of mailing, accompanied by a ballot
n which he may indicate his choice for or against the action to be taken, The notice
hall specify a date not Yees than S0 days after the date of mailing by which date *he
allots must be returned to the Secretary to be counted. The favorable vote of 2/3 ot the

embers in good standing who return valid ballots within the time limit shall be required
2 effect any such amendment.

ARTICLE VIII
Dissclution

SECTION {. The Club may be dissolved at any time by the written concent of not lecss
1an 2/3 of the members, In the esvent of the dissolution of the Club whether voluntary or
woluntary or by operation of law. none of the property of the' Club nor ahy oroceeds
ereot nor any acsets of the Club shall be Gistributed to any -members cf the Club but
fter payment of the debts of the Club its property and assete <hall be ogiven to o
aritable organizetion for the benefit of dogs selected by the Poard of Directors.
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SECTION X. Election to Mesbership., Each applicant for membership shall apply on a form
4s approved by the Board of Directors and which shall Frovide that the applicant agrees to
abide by these constitution and by-laws and the rules of The American Kennel -Club. The
application shall state the name, address, and occupation of the applicant and it shall.
carry the endorsement of two members. Accompanying the application, the prospective
members shall submit dues payment for the current year.

Applicants may be elected at any meeting of the Board of Directors or by written vote of
the Directors by mail. Affirmative votes of 2/3 of the Directors present at a . meeting of
the Board or of 2/3 of the entire Board voting by mail, shall be required to elect an
applicant.

An application which has received a negative vote by the Eoard may be presented by one
et the applicant’s endorsers at the next annual meeting of the Club and the Club may elect
such applicant by favorable vote of 75% of the members present.

SECTION 4. Termination of Heabership, Memberships may be terminated:

(a) by resignation. Any member in good standing may resign from the Club upon written
notice to the Secretary; but no member may resign when in debt to the Club, Dues
obligations are considered a debt to the Club and they become incurred on the first day of
each fiscal year. (b} by lapsing. A membership will be considered as lapsed and
automatically terminated if¥ such member’s dues remain unpaid 90 days after the first day of
each fiscal year; however, the Bpard may grant an additional 90 days -of grace - to such-
delinguent members in meritorious cases. In no case may a person be entitled to vote at
any Club meeting whose dues are unpaid as of the date of that meeting. ' '

() by expulsion- A membership may be terminated by expulsion as provided in Article VI
of these by-laws, B ’

ARTICLE 11
Meetings

SECTION 1.Annual Neeting. The annual meeting of the Club ehall be held in the month of
fﬁ?}%&?ﬁ in conjunction with the Club’s Specialty Show if possible, at a place, date, and
hour decignated by the Board of Directors. Written notice of the annual meeting shall be
mailed by the Secretary to each member at least 30 days prior to the date of the meeting.
The quorum for the annual meeting shall be 10% of the members in guod standing,

SECTION 2. Special Club Meetings. Special Clud meetings may be called by the Fresident
or by a majority vote of the members of the Board who are present at a meeting of the Eoard
or who vote by mail, and shall be called by the Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed
by 10% of the members of the Club who are in good standing. Such meeting shall be held at
such place. date and hour as may be designated by the Board of Directors. Written notice
of such meeting shall be mailed by the Secretary at least 14 days and not more than 30 days
prior to the meeting. The notice of the meeting shall state the purpose of the meeting and
no other ciub business may be transacted.

SECTION I. Board Meetings, The first meeting of the Board shall be bheld immediatelv
following the annual meeting and election. Other meetings of the Board of Directors shall
be held at such times ane places as are designated by the Fresident or by 2 majority vote
of the entire Board. Written notice of each such other meeting chall be mailed by the
Secretary to each member of the Poard at least 14 days prior to the date of the meeting.
The quorum for a Board Meeting shall be a majority of the Board voting in person or by
mail. :

SECTION 4. The Board of Directors may conduct its business by mail through the
secretary.
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ARTICLE IX
Order of Business

SECTION 1. At meetince of the Club, the order of busiress €5 far as
nature of the meeting may permit, shall be as follows:
Roll Call
Minutes of last meeting
Report of Fresident
Feport of Secretary
Report of Treasurer
Reports of Committees
Election of Officers and Eoard
{at annual meeting)
Election of new members
Unfinished business
New business
Adjiournment

SECTION 2. At meetings of the Board, the order of business, unless
by majority vote of those present, shall be as follows:
- Reading of minutes of last meeting
Report of Secretary
Report of Treasurer
Reports of Committees
Unfinished businecs
Election of new members
New business
Adjournment

the <character anc

otherwise

directed



