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George Cornell, Capuain of Fors-George . ,_’f
_An ACT incorporating certain Perfons, by f,ﬁ,,;"f::”“
the Name of The Charitable Baptift So- Bapit seci.

eyic Previ-

ciety, in the Town of Providence, in this der.
Colony. ' -

The Govervor and CoMpany of the Engli b Co-

lony of Rkode-Ifland, and Pravidence Plantations, n
New-England ¢+ S

-

To all to whom thefe Prefents fhall.come, Grecting. ,

W HEREAS fundry Perfons, belonging to the
v'¥ | Congregation, allembling for the public Wor.
hip o Almighty God, with the Chriftian Church, ¢al..
le Baptift, or Antipzdobaptift, in the Town of, Provi-
“%ce, being the oldeft Chriftian Church jn this Colony,
;2 Profefling to believe that Water-Baptifin ought to
adminfred by Immerfion only, and that profeffed

- Believers

A
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Believers in Jefus Cheift, and no others, are proper Suh.
je@s of the fame, have petitioned this Aﬂ'cml_aly to grant
them a Charter of Incorporation, with the Privileges ang
Powers herein after-mentioned : NOW THERE.-
FORE KNOW YE, That we, the Governor and
Company In General Affembly convened, do, for out-
felves and our Succeffors, Ena®, Grant, Ordain, Con.
ftitute, and Declare ; and it is hereby Enacted; Grant-
&, Conftituted, and declared, That Paul Tew, Fobn
Brown, Nicbolas Brown, Sobn Yenches, William Ruffell,
Daniel Caboon, Aaron Mafon, William Holroyd, Samuel
Warrer, Criflopher Sbeldn, Benjamin Stelle, Samuel
Thurbur, jun. Benjamin Alger, Martin Thurber, Obad;-
ab Sprague, Willism Wheaton, jun. Timotby Mafon, Ed-
ward Thurber, Jofeph Hewes, Yames Wheaton, jun,
James Arnold, Nicbolas Power, Daniel Tillingbaft, Dex.-
ter Brown, Comfort Wheaton, Martin Seamans, Jame;
Wheaton, Simon’ Smith, William Corlis, Fofeph Tilling-
bafl, Charles Eaflerbrooks, Timothy Skeldon, jun, Charles
Smitb, Sylvanus Yenckes, Edward Knowles, Amos Hor.
ton, Natbaniel Saunders, Olney Windfor, and Refus Hop-
kins, ar fuch, or fo many of them, as thall convene at
the Baptift Mecting-Houte, in Prouvidence, on the Se.
cond Monday in Juhe next, on the Bufinefs of this
Charter, & their Succeflors, thall be forever hereafter One
Body Corporatc‘& Politic, in Fact & Name, with perpe-
tual Succeflion, to be known in the Law by the Name
of The Charitable Baptift Society, in the Town of Pre-
wvidence, in the Colony of Rbode-Ifland, and Providence
P!anra!iorzﬁ?‘And the (aid Charitable Society is hereby
empowered to take, receive, and hold all, and any, vo-
luntary Subfcriptions, Contributions, Legacies, and Do-
nations of any'Sum, or Sums of Money, or of any real
and perfonal Eftate: Alfoto have, take, poffefs, pur-
chale, acquire, or otherwife reccive and hold, Lands,
Tenements, Hereditaments, Goods, Chattels, ot o-
ther Eftates; of all which they thall, and may fland
feized, notwithftanding any Mifhomer of this Corpora-

. tion, and by whatever Name, or however imperteclys

the fame fhall be deferibed, in Donations, Légacies, Al-
fignments, and Grants; provided the truc Intent and
Meaning
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Meaning of the Afligner or Benefaltor be evident @ Al
fo the faid Charitable Sucicty is hereby empowered to
taxe, hold, and ftand feized of, all Eftates aforefaid, fole-~
Iy to and for the Ut and Benefit of the faid Bapritt, or
Antipz fobaprift Church, and Congregation, and theic
Succeflors forever, and the fame to ufe, occupy, and
improve, toward the Support of Paftors, Relict of the
Por in fchooling theic Children, or otherwife, or any
other religious Ules in faid Church and Congrcg.nion,
recording to the Wl of the Donors, and to the Purpo-
fes, Trufls, and Ufes, to which they fhall be feized
thercof, of the fame fh,)] be defigned : Al 1o leafe
the read Eftate, or the 1ame to grant, demife, alien, or
hold in Pcrpctuity, according to the Tenor of eacly par-
ticular Donariun, or their Propcrty therein 5 and to let
Monies on Bonds, Mur!gwgcs, or other Secyritics : And
fhall and 1nay be Perfons capable in the Law, as a Bo-
dy Corporate, to fue, and be fued, to plead, and be im-
pleaded, 1o anfwer, and be anfwered unto, to defend,
and purfue to final Judament and Execution thercon,
in all Courts and Places, and before all proper Judges
whatever, in all and fingular Suit, and Suits, Cautes,
and Acions, of what Kind fcever, in the fullet and
ampleft Munner, by, and in the Name of, their Trea-
furer, for the Tine belog, '

AND I-“URTHERMORE, faid Bndy Corporate,
and their Suceeff.rg forever bereafter, hill, and may,
have a puklic Seal, which they may ufe for any Pyr-
poles or Affliis as to them (hall feem expedient : Aljp
thall be lawful for them the fame Seil 1o break,
alter, and ake anew, from Time to Time, at heie
Will and Pleature.

AND o fr Jurther Enagled, That their fhall be aq
Ental Meeting of the {rid Charitable Saciety, in the
f'! Town of Previdence, on the Second Morday in
Jane, forcyer i at which Time they thall, out of theje
Own Bndy polttic, ¢l a Mederator, Treafurer, and
. “k. and fuch other Officers as they fhall think

“dhul : And thac the Moderator, Treafurer, and

F’”L‘. ¢ {worn to the faithful Performance of their re-
Felive Trufts, C AND
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AND FURTHERMORE, There thall be a quar.
terly Meeting of faid Churitable Suciety, on the Second
Mounday in Septembcr, December, and March, forever .
That the faid Charitable Society (hall have full Powec
to appoint any other Mcetings, at fuch Times and
Places, as to them, from Time to Time, thall feem
neceflury or expedient, more fully and effe@ually 1o
accomplith the charitable Purpofes aforefaid : And that
they have Power, at any fuch Meetings, to appoint
Committees, and tran{a¢t all fuch Bufineis as, accord-
ing to this Charter, may regularly c)me before them :
All which thall be done and determineld by a Mujority
of the Members prefent.

AND be it further Enatled, That whatever Mo-
nies, or other Eftates, both real and perfonal, the faid
Churitable Socicty may become feiz=d, or poflc(i.d of,
{hall be and remain a capital Stock or Fund, and only
the Intereft, yearly Profits, or incoms thereof, fhall be
applied and appropriated to the Ule of the fuid Bpilt,
or Antipzdabapiit, Church and Congregation.

POVIDED, neverthelefs, anl be it furtber Enalled,
That all [2)nations, to the faid Charitable Society, by
voluntary Subfcription, Contrihmﬁun, Legacy, or other-
wile (excepting fuch as thall be differently appropriated
by the Donors) thall make a capital Stock or Fund tor
the Support of the .Paflor, or Pait s, of the Church a-

. forefaid ; and the yearly Irtereft or Income of the

tume (hall be added, cvery Year fuccefhively, to the
principal, which thall be thus angmenicd by Intereit,
and remain, Principal end laterefl, unaporopriated, un-
1! ‘the yearly intercft or [ncomez of tard Fand, fo raited,
thail amount 1o One Hundréd Pounds, Iawff;l Mo-
ney, per Annum: Atter whieh Tune tiv faid Sum of
One Hundred Poands thall yeatly be puid, ty the fad
Charitable Society, to the Paftor or Palturs, for :_:I\c
Tiwe being, of fad Bapult, or Antipedobiptilt, Cln:lr'L_.l,
& their Succeflurs, forever o Provaded, ,,9,.‘-;-,,[,/],,,,,,;;,%,
That when, and as foon ax, a cipit«l Stack or Fund “H.d
be, by this Means, raifed, to produce One Hundic-
Pound-, lawful f\"f.lncy, pov .r\:]::um_, that then the |:-
wiel or yearly Incom:c of all Donations made i::,.

”».
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ward to faid Charitable Socicty, the U’ and Purpofe
of which fhallnot be particularly fpecified by the Do-
nors, {hall be appropriated as a Majority of the faid
Charitable Society fhall order and determine at any rc-
gular Meceting.

ANID be it further Enaéled, That Nickolas Brown

be the 1'ift Mo.derator, Daniel Cabcone the Fitlt Trea- .

furer, and Benjunmun Stelle the Firft Clerk of the faid
Chantable Society, to continue in their refpective Offi-
czs until the Second Monday in June, Oue Tooufand
Scven Hundred and Seventy-five.

AND be it furtber Eraéled, That the faid Charita-
table Suciety, at any of their Mectings, may cle@t fuch
Perfuns as they i think proper to become Mambers
of the Lume, and make fuch Rules, Otders, and By-
Laws, and alter the famc, as they, from Fime to Tune,
fhall jucge neccfiary for the good Order of faid Socie-
ty; prov.ded, that fuch Rules, Orders, and By-Laws,
ate not contrary to the Laws of this Government : And
toat any Scven Members of the faid Charitable Socie-
v, eonvened at any regular Meeting (the Mederator,
Treafurer, or Clerk, always to be Onc) are hereby de-
tlered to be 3 Quorum eof the faid Seciety,

AND bost puriber Enafled, That all Donations of
whatloever Kiid, or bowfuever made to the faid Cha-
risable Seciery, topether with the Names of the Doners,
snd the Purpofes and Ules for which faid Donations
thall be m:de. fhall be cntered on Record by the
Clerk for the Time beipp, as alfo their yearly Income,
and itg Appropriation fram Time 1o Time, forever : And
that the Ticalurer's Acccunts be extibited, and andit-
ed, at every anr.ual Mecting of the faid Society.

Previded, riceribelefs, and be it furtber Enafled,
That, if cver the whale Number of the faid Charitable
Sucitty, for the Time betrg, fhll be reduced helow
Seven, then, and in fuch Cafe, all Monies, Bonds, Mort-
geges, Deeds, Notes, Obligations, Bocks, and Papers,
of tvery Kind, topether with all the Eftate, both real
ard perforal, at that Time belonging to the faid Cha-
ritable Sacicty, fhall he given up to, and the fole I'ro-
Feety thereof be vefled in, the Baptifl, or Amipmdobn;&-

tiv,

XX
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tit, Church and Congregation af_Of"u'rg'&.er whole Up
and Benefit the faid Cuantable Society s inflitated, ¢,
be reccived by a Committee by them appointed for
that Purpale; and (ht b2 punctuslly appropriated by
them, to the Purpofes, Trults, and Uses, fpecifi-d by the
Dnors to the (a1d Charitable Society, or to which they
are ay this Charter empowered to appropriate the fame,
and no otherwife,

Provided furtbermave, and it is Surthermore Enafied,
That no Part of this Caarter (hall be conftrued, or un-
deritood, to grant any Power or Powers to the fajd Cha-
ritable Society, to raife any Sum, or Sums, of Money,
any otherwite than by fres and voluatary Sublfcription,
Contribution, Legacy, or Donation.  And in Cafe, at
any Time hereatcer, through Mi(apprehenfion, or mit.
taken Cunltruction, of the Powers contained in this
Charter, any Laws fhall be ena@ted, or any Matters
done & tranfat-d, by this Corporation, contrary to the
Tenor hereof, fuch Laws, A&s, and Doings, thall be
in themfelves null and void ; but thall pever b ar*judg-
edinto an Awvoidince, Defeazance, or Forleiture ot this
Charter, but the fame fhall remain entice to the faid
Corporation, in perpetual SuccefTion, forev.r.  And all
their Aéts conformable to its Powzrs, Tenor, true Ie
tent, and Meaning, (hill be, and remuin of ful] Force
and legal Validity,

1t is Voted and Refited, That William Bradford,
W Beasford o ’ iy Merchart. Elas as A _
to it tne 1Qi Ve added o Henry Marcha-t, Efy; as Auorney,
Avomer. 5 confult together, and carry on, Two Actions brought
:;:::::; ot the Inferior Court, held in Newpere, v November
Aluionsinge. Jaft, 11 Bebalf of the Coleny, on Montgages, cpuinft
bl uf the James Milward, and others, loc Lunds 10 Newpore,

Colany, ‘
d called Point-Lots,

Wirreas Mr, Henry Pectbam exhibited unto this

H. Putbar  Aflicnbly an Account, by bt chirged againtt the Co-
:':”;'fd L-4]ony, for repanng the Floor of the Court-Hoale in
Newpert, Providing: Marcials, & And the fuid Ac-

Count beine duly examingd, fr 75 boret and R:j]of-i‘r:f.

That the fune be, and boreby 15 allowed ; and that

Your




